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generation too early. Hopes were damped also by the dis-
appointing results of the opening of steamer trade to Bhamo.
They revived in 1874, when Lord Salisbury became Secret-
ary of State for India, and, in response to a petition from the
British Associated Chambers of Commerce, ordered a fresh
survey to be made. Hence was undertaken the double expedition
of Colonel Horace Browne from Bhamo and Augustus Margary
from Shanghai. Margary reached Bhamo in January 1875 be-
fore Browne's departure. He then started back ahead of the
Bhamo party in order to make arrangements for them. But on
21 February, 1875, he was murdered by tribesmen at Manyine,
halfway to Tengyueh, and the expedition was called off.
This was the last attempt made during the period of the
Burmese kingship to penetrate China by the Bhamo route. The
British agents, sent to Yunnan to investigate the Margary
murder, reported that the route was unsuitable for railway
construction.The difficulties also, which arose after Thibaw's
accession in 1878, caused the withdrawal of the British Residents
from both Mandalay and Bhamo, and for the time being atten-
tion was once more transferred to the Moulmein route.
Mindon Min is regarded by the Burmese as the best of his
line. He made a start at modernizing the administration by
substituting the European system of fixed salaries for the old
custom of assigning districts for the maintenance of the higher
officials. To raise the necessary revenue for this reform he
introduced the Thathameda tax, by which houses in every
district and town, except the capital, were assessed according
to the situation, wealth and prosperity of the area. The average
amount for the whole kingdom was worked out on the basis of
ten rupees per household. The assessment might vary from
year to year, and such factors as a failure of the monsoon rains
or the destruction of a village by fire were taken into considera-
tion. It was a notable advance on previous practice and appeared
to be so well suited to the Burmese social system that it was
retained by the British ai^r the annexation of Upper Burma.
Mindon was also a fervent Buddhist. He had the text of the
Law engraved on 739 marble slabs and placed round the
Kuthodaw Pagoda at the capital. In 1871 he achieved the
dearest wish of his life by convoking at Mandalay the Fifth